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Research Abstract
Anaesthesia and surgery are common in the elderly and are known to lead to memory and 
thinking problems. Why this happens is unclear. I plan to study confusion, memory and thinking 
problems before and after surgery and to determine if blood or cerebrospinal fluid tests or 
modifying cardiovascular disease can predict this happening. This work will lead to early 
identification of people who are at risk of cognitive problems following anaesthesia and surgery, 
and ways to prevent this happening.
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