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The main aim is to improve diagnostics and disease stratification and treatment response
monitoring in two main areas: Parkinson’s disease and breast cancer. The focus is on early
detection and characterisation of disease in a format that can be implemented in a standard
clinical chemistry setting. The development of an early detection method for Parkinsonism is a
pre-requisite for prevention of further degeneration. This will be of tremendous utility to both the
doctors treating the patients and to the pharmaceutical industry to allow monitoring of treatment.
The benefit to society on an economic level would be enormous and one could not put a price
on the early treatment of a patient allowing a much longer period of disease free life. The breast
cancer diagnostics developed would allow patients a much better quality of life, allowing a rapid
detection of non-response to chemotherapy allowing a change in treatment within weeks of
instead of several months. Early detection would also save lives since response is much higher
the earlier the stage of cancer. Finally the differential diagnosis of hormone status between the
primary tumour and subsequent recurrences could significantly affect treatment choice and
outcome.
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