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The diagnosis of cognitive impairment requires an assessment with tasks measuring, for example, the ability to
remember information, to talk, or to orient in space. This is done with a variety of tests, providing results that are
difficult to compare.

The aim of this working group is the definition of practical guidelines for the assessment and monitoring of dementia
syndromes, leading to the harmonization of the methods of investigation among clinicians throughout Europe.

A second aim is identify areas of assessment that can benefit from the recent advances in understanding the brain
mechanisms of memory, language, reasoning and other cognitive and emoftional functions, stimulating research in
innovative measures allowing the early diagnosis of different forms of dementia.

The workplan is based on two meetings, at the beginning and conclusion of the project. During the intervening six
months, the scientists involved, whom have been identified among the leading experts in this area, will work in smalll
groups, exchanging opinions and ideas though the web. The working group will produce scientific papers aiming to
reduce uncertainty and disagreement in defining “normal” and “impaired” cognifive function, in particular from the
point of view of prevention and intervention studies in dementfia.
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